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Max Wertheimer
LAWS OF ORGANIZATION IN PERCEPTUAL TFORIES

”Uﬂtfrﬂuchuﬂﬁin zur Lehre von der Gestalt," II, Psychol.
Forsch., 1923,4,301-350.

sand at the window and see a house, trees, sky.

1eoretically might say there were 327 brightnesses
and nuances of colour. Do wve "327"7 No. have sky, house,
and trees, It is i:Fﬂsuihla to achieve "327" as such,
even though such drell calculation were
the trees
nrr'“r" ent and division of the total,

120 and 100: or 150 and 17T

The concrete division which I see iz not determined

me arbitrary mode of organization lying solely within
ownn pleasure; instead I see the arrangement and division
is given there before me. And wh 2 remarkable pr

1 ocess

when some other mode of apprehension does succeed! I
long time from my window, edopt after some effort
a2l attitude possible. And I discover that part
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Or, I
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("49" brightn
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require

Or, I hear a melody (17 tone: fith its accompaniment
(32 tones). I hear the melody LC COT) ient, not simply
"49" - and L‘t.]"?"'ir']'-: not 20 plus29, And the same is
even in
the

true

-1 T e e
LAY #Tre

by an olc ashioned ¢ k where each tone is separate

M:t dis crt:.flnnﬁ is dots upon

10geneous ground not as & sum of dots, but as figures,.
1 uhuu‘ 'h there may here be a greater 1' titude of possible
igements, the dois usually combins in some ;J]‘n:.-x'Lt:mf;mm”
articulation = and any other arrangement, even if
be achieved, is artificial and difficult to maintain.
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are presented witl number of stimuli we do nos%
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